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Earning the First 
Scouts BSA Rank: SCOUT

• All requirements for Scout 
rank must be completed 
as a member of a Troop. 

• If you already completed 
these requirements as 
part of the AOL Scouting 
Adventure, simply 
demonstrate your 
knowledge or skills to 
your Scoutmaster or 
other designated leader 
after joining the Troop.
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1. a. Repeat from memory the Scout Oath, Scout Law, Scout motto, and Scout slogan. In your 
own words, explain their meaning.

b. Explain what Scout spirit is. Describe some ways you have shown Scout spirit by 
practicing the Scout Oath, Scout Law, Scout motto, and Scout slogan.

c. Demonstrate the Scout sign, salute, & handshake. Explain when they should be used.
d. Describe the First Class Scout badge and tell what each part stands for. Explain the 

significance of the First Class Scout badge.
e. Repeat from memory the Outdoor Code. List the Leave No Trace Seven Principles.

Explain the difference between the two.
f. Repeat from memory the Pledge of Allegiance. In your own words, explain its meaning. 

2. After attending at least one Scouts BSA Troop meeting, do the following:
a. Describe how the Scouts in the Troop provide its leadership.
b. Describe the four steps of Scouts BSA advancement.
c. Describe what the Scouts BSA ranks are and how they are earned.
d. Describe what merit badges are and how they are earned.
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3. a. Explain the patrol method. Describe the types of patrols that are used in your Troop.
b. Become familiar with your patrol name, emblem, flag, and yell. Explain how these 

items create patrol spirit.
4. a. Show how to tie a square knot, two half-hitches, and a taut-line hitch. Explain how each 

knot is used.
b. Show the proper care of a rope by learning how to whip and fuse the ends of different 

kinds of rope.
5. Tell what you need to know about using a pocketknife safely and responsibly.
6. a. With your parent or guardian, complete the exercises in the pamphlet "How to Protect 

Your Children from Child Abuse: A Parents Guide" 
b. With your parent or guardian's permission, view the Personal Safety Awareness videos.

(See the pamphlet inserted inside the Scout Handbook front cover.).
7. Since joining the Troop and while working on the Scout rank, participate in a Scoutmaster 

conference.



SCOUTS BSA

Earning 
the Scout 

Rank

Scout Requirement 1a:
Scout Oath, Law, Motto and Slogan

• Scout Oath
– On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my 

country and to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at all 
times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and 
morally straight.

• Scout Law
– A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, 

obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.
• Scout Motto

– Be Prepared
• Scout Slogan

– Do a Good Turn Daily
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Scout Requirement 1c:
Scout Sign, Salute, and Handshake

• Scout Sign
– Right hand, three fingers up, 

thumb touches pinky, 
elbow at 90 degrees

• Scout Salute
– Scout sign held at the brim of

your hat or to your forehead

• Scout Handshake
– Shake with your left hands
– Ask a Scout why …
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Scout Requirement 1d:
First Class Scout Badge

1.  Three Points - The three points of the trefoil are like the three fingers 
used in the Scout sign. They stand for the three parts of the Scout Oath: 
duty to God & country; duty to others; duty to yourself. 

2. Shape - The three-point design of the top half is like the north point of an 
old sailor's compass. This shows that a Scout is able to point the right way 
in life as truly as the compass points it in the field. 

3. Two Stars - The two stars stand for truth and knowledge of the Scouting 
movement. They guide you by night and suggest a Scout's outdoor life 

4. Eagle and Shield - The eagle and shield, national emblem of the US, 
stand for freedom and a Scouter's readiness to defend that freedom. 

5. Scroll - The scroll is turned up at the ends to remind us of the corners of 
a Scout's mouth raised in a smile as he does his duty. The Scout motto is 
printed across the scroll. 

6. Knot - The knot attached to the bottom of the scroll represents the 
Scout slogan, Do a Good Turn Daily. 
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Scout Requirement 1e:
The Outdoor Code

• The Outdoor Code
– As an American, I will do my best to – be clean in

my outdoor manners, be careful with fire, 
be considerate in the outdoors, and be 
conservation-minded.

• Troop 1028’s Outdoor Toad (from ASM Bob Warring)
– As an amphibian, I will do my best to – be green in

my outdoor manners, be really careful with fire, 
be considerate in the outdoors, and be
conversation-minded.
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Scout Requirement 1f:
The Pledge of Allegiance

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America 
and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation, under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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Scout Requirement 2b:
Four Steps to Advancement

1. You learn
– At Troop meetings and on outings you learn and practice skills

2. You are tested
– When you are ready, a leader tests and passes you on your 

new skills for each rank requirement.  When you finish all 
requirements for a rank, you sit for a Scoutmaster Conference.

3. You are reviewed
– You meet with a Board of Review to go over your achievements 

and you provide them feedback on your Scouting experience. 
4. You are recognized

– You receive your award at the next Court of Honor (COH)
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Scout Requirement 3a:
Troop 1028 / 1029 Patrol Organization

• Troop 1028 / 1029 operates six permanent Patrols

• Each Scout Patrol has a Patrol Leader (PL), Assistant Patrol Leader 
(APL), Quartermaster (QM) and an adult ASM Patrol Mentor

Honey 
Badgers

Pink Fluffy 
Unicorns Dancing 

on Rainbows

Vikings White 
Tigers

Retro-FitsFossils

Parent Patrols !
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Scout Requirement 3b:
Troop 1028/9 New Scout Integration

• New Scouts are placed in a temporary
new Scout Patrol called the Phoenix Patrol

• Phoenix Patrols have an experienced Troop 
Scout who serves as Patrol Leader plus an
adult Patrol Mentor

• Scouts stay in Phoenix until June/July and 
concentrate on core Scout skills requirements 

• Scouts then pick a regular Patrol they want to join

Fawkes Ice

Fire
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Scout Requirement 4a:
Square Knot
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Scout Requirement 4a:
Two Half-Hitches and Taut-Line Hitch
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Scout Requirement 4b:
Whip a Rope

• Ropes are made of twisted fibers.  As long as the rope is in one piece, the 
fibers stay in place, but when the rope is cut, the fibers in the two ends 
begin to unravel.  “Whip” them in place with string, fuse them, or wrap them 
with tape.

• Whip a Rope
– Start with a 2-foot length of small twine 

or string.  Form it into a loop and place 
it at one end of the rope.  Wrap the 
twine tightly around the rope, starting 
¼ inch from the rope end.  When the 
whipping is as wide as the rope is 
thick, pull out the ends hard and trim 
off the extra twine or string.
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Scout Requirement 4b:
Fuse a Rope

• Ropes are made of twisted fibers.  As long as the rope is in one piece, the 
fibers stay in place, but when the rope is cut, the fibers in the two ends 
begin to unravel.  “Whip” them in place with string, fuse them, or wrap them 
with tape.
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Scout Requirement 5:
Pocketknife Safety
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Scout Requirement 6:
Youth Protection and Personal Safety

Review 
these 

materials 
with a 

parent !!


